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HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY COMMISSION LETTERS AND EMAILS

Fellow Floridians we need your help!  
We need to email or phone Hillsborough County Commissioners to let them know there are many local residents who oppose the seasonal ban on the use and sale of nitrogen or phosphorous containing fertilizer.  

It is critical we use sound science when implementing guidelines and legislation that affects all of us.  Science and research support year round fertilization.  Restricted use of fertilizers during the rainy season may negatively impact our water quality.  I have attached a copy of the University of Florida RAINY SEASON TURFGRASS FERTILIZATION GUIDELINES that show science supports year round fertilization and restricted fertilization may actually be detrimental to reducing nutrient runoff.  It is imperative for us to make sure our representatives hear from us in order to assure the proposed regulations are based upon sound science and sound agronomy.
Attached is a sample letter to help guide your comments.  It will help if you can individualize your letter by adding some personal comments.

On page 3, you will find information on how to contact each of the commissioners.  We would like the commissioners to receive as many calls, e-mails, and/or letters as possible before the Hillsborough County Commission meeting on Thursday, June 10, 2010.

We also hope you can join us at the Hillsborough County Commission meeting when a vote is expected on the proposed fertilizer ban.  The meeting is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 10th at the County Center, which is located at 601 E. Kennedy Blvd. in Tampa. 

Thank you for all your help.
Sincerely,

Dale Rossman

Chairman

Floridians for Industry, Jobs and Growth

Sample Letter/Email to Hillsborough County Commissioners

June 4, 2010

Dear Commissioner:

Protecting water quality in Tampa Bay and in local waterways is very important to me.   

It is unfortunate that the proposed summer ban on the use and sale of nitrogen or phosphorous containing fertilizer will reduce the health of residential lawns and ultimately lead to more, rather than less, harmful nutrients entering the bay and local waterways.   

The proposed fertilizer ban ignores the guidance of experts from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and the University of Florida who have all advised against a fertilizer ban citing a lack of science, contradiction with state regulations, and potential negative consequences on water quality.

The ban also has the potential to have a detrimental effect on residential property values.  Without the nutrients that lawns and landscapes need during the peak summer growing period, professional landscape experts expect to see severe impacts on lawns and landscape plants.

Hillsborough County residents all support the common goal of protecting the local water quality.  We can do it without taking away homeowner rights and further damaging our fragile, local economy.  

We ask that you oppose the proposed seasonal ban on the residential use and sale of nitrogen or phosphorous containing fertilizer in Hillsborough County.

Sincerely,
Contact Information for Hillsborough County Commissioners
Link to e-mail all Commissioners at once:  http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/bocc/about/contactusnorman.cfm
Rose Ferlita
Phone: ( 813 ) 272-5470
Fax: ( 813 ) 272-7046
ferlitar@hillsboroughcounty.org
Ken Hagan
Phone: 272-5452
Fax 272-7047
hagank@hillsboroughcounty.org
Kevin White
Phone: ( 813 ) 272-5720
Fax: ( 813 ) 272-7048
whitek@hillsboroughcounty.org
Al Higginbotham
Phone: ( 813 ) 272-5740
Fax: ( 813 ) 272-7049
higginbothama@hillsboroughcounty.org
Jim Norman
Phone: 272-5725
Fax 272-7052
normanj@hillsboroughcounty.org
Kevin Beckner
Phone: 272-5730
Fax 272-7053
becknerk@hillsboroughcounty.org
Mark Sharpe
Phone: 272-5735
Fax 272-7054
sharpem@hillsboroughcounty.org
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